
 

District middle-school students rank first in Florida in passing Algebra I 
Dedicated efforts pave the way for students to excel in Mathematics 
 
June 21, 2017 – A look at data among seventh and eighth-grade students in Orange County Public 
Schools shows the district is number one in the state for the number of students passing the 2017 
Algebra I End-of-Course (EOC) exam.  
 
Among seventh graders, 3,145 students took the exam, with 2,831 passing.  
 
Among eighth graders, 5,073 students took the exam, with 4,008 passing. 
 
This pass rate is the best in the state and a testament of the OCPS commitment to increase rigor for all 
students.  
 
In an effort to expand rigorous course offerings for all students, Orange County Public Schools 
increased the number of students taking Algebra I in seventh and eighth grades, a high school-credit 
course.  
 
Dr. Jenkins said, “We encourage rigorous coursework with proper supports in place so students 
achieve at high levels. Our teachers, principals, and students continue to deliver on our mission, to lead 
our students to success.” 
One support strategy is called the Calculus Project which prepares select middle school students prior 
to seventh grade. The program offers continued support and monitoring with the goal of students 
ultimately taking Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus by twelfth grade. 

Completing AP Calculus in High School opens the door for students to enter the fields of Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM). 

The following graph provided by Dr. Paul Cottle, professor of Physics at Florida State University, shows 
Orange County Public Schools’ ranking as tops in the state: 



 

 (For more information, please contact Media Relations at 407.317.3458.) 
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